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season to the eastward, determined on an effort
to succour Almora, and eventually relieve Jythuk.
For this purpose they ordered a battalion to cross
the Kalee into Kumaon, and gave tlie command
of the force to Hustee-diil, the chief then go-
verning the province of Dotee. Having strength-
ened himself by collecting all the detachments of
his province, this chief crossed the Kalee, on the
31st of March, at Khusmot Ghat. Major Hearsey
had attempted the defence of a wider line along
this river than his force justified, besides being
still engaged on the blockade of Kootulgurh.
His men were thus too much detached for his
whole force to be made available in the emer-
gency; nevertheless, he hastened to meet the
enemy with the few men he hud at Chumpawut,
and fell in with him on the first day's march*
The Rohillas, being raw levies, deserted Major
Hearsey after the first fire; and he was wounded,
and made prisoner. None of the positions he
had garrisoned held out afterwards; but the men
hastened back again to the plains with the utmost
terror anc^ expedition* Little better was to be
expected from new levies, itpon the loss of their
commander; the defeat was, however, of bad
effect in the impression it left on the inhabitants
of the province; and had not the support been on
its Way to Colonel Gardner, its influence on the
raw troops of his force might, perhaps, have ren-